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Aims of this session:

to consider the nuancing of the Ofsted Inspection
framework (Sept. 2021) to reflect the impact of the
pandemic on schools;

to reflect on how inspections so far this term
have reflected these changes;

= to focus on how governors are being questioned
and what inspection reports are including.
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Guidance:

-
Ofsted
raising standards
improving lives

Guidance

School inspection handbook

Updated 1 October 2021
raising standards

improving lives

This guidance applies from 1 September 2021.

Guidance

School inspection handbook: section 8

Updated 1 September 2021

Introduction

1. This handbook describes the main activities carried out during inspections of
maintained schools and academies in England under section 5 of the Education Act
2005. It sets out the ion criteria that i use to make their Contents

and on which they report. Introduction This guidance applies from 1 September 2021.

Part 1. Inspection policy and

2. This handbook is primarily a guide for inspectors on how to carry out school oriciois fosepaeiion
inspections. However. it is made available to schools and other organisations to ensure et outuadir Sectiona ol
that they are informed about the and of i ion. It seeks to the Education Act 2005
balance the need for consistency in inspections with the flexibility required to respond Bt hsactions canied oat
to the individual circumstances of each school. This handbook should not be regarded under section 8(2)

as a set of inflexible rules, but as an account of the procedures of inspection. Inspectors Section 8 inspections of good
will use their professional judgement when they use this handbook. It applies to school and outstanding schools

Introduction

1. This handbook is intended to set out, for inspectors and schools, the processes for
inspections carried out under section 8(2) of the Education Act 2005, [feotnote 1] we
would recommend that schools also iliari with our school ins
handbook - section 5, which sets out our policies in detail. including our grade
descriptors.

Reaching a judgement of

Monitoring inspections for

ged ‘requires

ng inspections for
udged inadequate

Inspections with no formal

2. Section 8 enables Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector (HMCI) to carry out inspections for
arange of purposes, including monitoring visits by Her Majesty’s Inspectors (HMI) to
schools that are in a category of concern following a section 5 inspection. HMI may also
visit schools to aid HMCI in keeping the Secretary of State informed or to contribute to
reports on, for example, teaching in a curriculum subject or a particular aspect of the
work of schools. Section 8 is also used to enable HMCI, where she has concerns, to

designation

Unannounced behaviour

inspections

Annex - Inspection activities

relating to behaviour

®
>
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Timing of Inspections:

* Schools last inspected before the
pandemic can expect a delay of up to six
terms, before their next inspection;

* New schools (including academies) will get
their first inspection within three years of
opening/conversion;

* Qutstanding schools are no longer
exempt and can expect inspections in the
short term.

@
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Nuancing the Ofsted
—framework

Same framework - reflecting impact of
Covid:

* recovery from Covid-generated gaps;

* peer-on-peer sexudl abuse and
violence:

* Relationship, Sex and Health Education;
* curriculum flexibility;

* on-line safety.
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The inspection framework and

Cowvid:

on coverage,
gaps, use of
grant
funding,
tutoring etc;

Quality of education

Behaviour and attitudes

Personal development

Leadership and
management

Be

standards
and

Responses
to RSHE etc

Responses
curric,
Workload,
recovery
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Information to Inspectors this
-term:

v Topics  Departments v Government activity Q

-> Coronavirus (COVID-19) | Guidance and support

Home > Education. training and skills > Inspections and performance of education providers > Inspection and performance of schools

Guidance
Schools and early education update:

academic year 2021to0 2022

Updates for inspectors and stakeholders with the latest
information and guidance about Ofsted's inspection work in
schools and early education settings.

From: Ofsted
Published 9 September 2021
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Ofsted Update (9t September

« changes tothe school inspection handbooks, guidance and inspection instruments

for September 2021
o curricutum catch-up after the COVID-19 restrictions

* 20 updates
!mpdctmg on school
iINnspection

* Clarity over Section 5
v Section 8
inspections

* Significant update to
Curriculum and
implications for

inspectors
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o curricutum leaders

« curricutum narrowing and key stage 3

« mathematics deep divesin primary schools

« Ofsted’s review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges

» early career framework (ECF)

» reportingon off-rolling

« inspecting religious education and collective worship

. engagement model

« Ofsted Inspectors (Ols) providing consultancy services

« sharing provisionalinadequate ]udgements with local authorities

« publication of a section report aftera school closes

« writing about fundamental British values

« reporting the governance of academies in inspection reports
« Department for Education’s (DFE) non-statutory guidance on character education

« training for schools on challenging sexism

« revisions to the early years foundation stage (EYFS) from 1 September 2021 and
accompanying non-statutory guidance, ‘Development matters’

« disapplications to. and modifications of. the EYFS

« ReceptiogDase ine assessment
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Implications for inspectors:

Curriculum catch-up after the Covid 19

restrictions
Inspectors should consider whether leaders:

* take actions that are appropriate for the subject and phase

° Use assessment wisely

* identify the knowledge that is most significant when choosing what
to insert into an adjusted curriculum

* ensure that puplls still have the time they need to repeat or
practise crucial content so that they remember it in the long term

* choose teaching activities that are time efficient and most
effective to ensure that the planned content is learned

* ensure that tutoring and the main curriculum work effectively

together, while minimising negative conseguences
®
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1

-ask:

Questions governors should

What do governors need to know?

How has assessment been used to
identify potential gaps?

Has the curriculum been adjusted
(where/how)?

Are any areas being repeated?

Are we using tutors? (if so impact?)
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Read all about it!

The strong early years provision
gives children the best possible o
GOVERNORS
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Read all about it!

Many pupils attend Requires
regularly, but some Improvem
do not ent

Pupils wi
Ith
Supported SEND

However, the ambition that
®

teachers have of puplls
needs raising.
GOVERNORS
rorSCHOOLS

13



14

Other considerations:

* Attendance continues to be impacted
by Covid;

e Teacher workload remains o
consideration;

* Peer-on-peer sexual abuse and violence
IS a priority for Ofsted:;

* On-line safety Is a key safeguarding
theme;

* Pupil-voice remains a significant facess
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Questions governors could be
-asked:

* How has your school improved since Its
ast Inspection?

* How has Covid impacted on your school?
* ...and how has your school responded?

* How does your school ensure pupils learn
about, and are protected from, the
threat on peer-on-peer sexual abuse?

* How does your school tackle workload
concerns?
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Any Questions?
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Questions being asked of

-governors:
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How has the school improved since
the last inspection?

What does self evaluation tell you is
the quality of Education?

ow do you know It I1s right?

ow has the curriculum flexed In
response to Covid?

How IS recovery premium being
spent?
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References:

* (QOfsted Section 5 Handbook

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-
inspection-handbook-eif/school-inspection-handbook

« Ofsted Section 8 Handbook

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sect
lon-8-school-inspection-handbook-eif
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-eif/school-inspection-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/section-8-school-inspection-handbook-eif
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Thank you
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